486              THE  COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA   GANDHI
been considered angels, and they would have given to the world
an astonishing proof of their soul-force. But they not only de-
fended themselves, which was quite right, but they also were
angered and went beyond the limits of self-defence. Some of
them used greater violence than was necessary. And if they do
not admit as much, it would be difficult to attain immediate
heart-peace, because Hindus and Mussulmans will not acknow-
ledge their complete innocence even after provocation. If only
one party were to continue its guilt and the other consistently re-
mained patient and suffering, the guilty party would be exhaust-
ed in the effort, if there was no reaction following action, the
world would attain salvation. And generally we answer abuse
with a slap, A slap is returned with a double slap. The latter is
followed by a kick, the kick by a bullet, and so the circle of sin
ever widens. But generally those who believe in taking a tooth
for a tooth after a time forgive one another and become friends. Is
it impossible for us to follow this common rule? I do not there-
fore hesitate to ask Parsi and Christian friends to recognize this
rule of mutual forgiveness and forget one another's wrongs.
But I do lay stress upon the special responsibility that rests
upon Hindus and Mussulmans. Whether the Parsis and the Chris-
tians forgive or not, Hindus and Mussulmans are bound to purify
themselves by confessing their guilt, asking God for forgiveness
and by remaining peaceful. Those who have suffered losses or
are deprived of their dear ones are bound to feel the effect of the
injury received. Some of them are too poor to bear the losses,
We must appreciate their position. And I trust that there will
be an impartial non-official committee appointed to investigate
the losses suffered by those who cannot bear them and to collect
the funds necessary for assisting them. At the same time I hope
no one will seek the assistance of law or Government. This advice
I tender not merely as a non-co-operator, but also from my wide
experience that such matters are more truly and more expeditious-
ly adjudicated by private arbitration. That is also the way to avoid
acerbities. The easiest method of achieving peace is to give up the
idea of complaining against one another in a court of law and
to concentrate our attention upon taking preventive measures,
so that there is no recurrence of such madness. And I hope that
Bombay will retrieve her lost reputation by adopting such measures.
/ remain,
Tour servant,
M. K. GANPIO
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